
Read the description of wants and needs, then do the activity below. 

Is it a WANT or a NEED?  How would you describe a NEED?  Basically, a NEED is 

something you have to have to live a healthy life, while a WANT is something you 

would like to have, but could live without.  For example, everyone NEEDS nutri-

tional food, but you might WANT candy or chips.  Let’s check your understanding. 
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Clothes 

Ice Cream 

Toothbrush 
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Look at the items listed below. Circle the NEEDs.  Put an X through the WANTs.  

NEEDS: shoes, transportation, clothes, toothbrush, exercise, healthy food, medical care, caretaker, a place to live, water, basic phone. 

WANTS: camera, skateboard, video games, birthday party, candy, vacation, music, movies, ice cream. 


